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To Love As God Has Loved

T

he mission of Lexington Theological Seminary
is to prepare faithful leaders for the church of
Jesus Christ and thus to strengthen the church’s
participation in God’s mission for the world.
Fulfilling this mission in the
midst of COVID-19, a global
pandemic with national,
regional, and local implications
for how we live and work,
is daunting. Five months
ago, when the World Health
Organization (WHO) declared
the COVID-19 virus a global
pandemic, I’m not sure we
could have imagined the magnitude of the disruption
to our lives. Regretfully, this disruption is likely to
continue in our professional, personal, spiritual, and
economic lives for the foreseeable future. We have
adapted and are adapting to a new normal on all
fronts. Wearing masks, carrying sanitizer for hands
raw from the use of hand sanitizer, working remotely,
and social distancing while shopping, dining, and
participating in family celebrations are all pieces of
this new normal.
Churches are experiencing a new normal as well.
Pastors are taping sermons; choirs are singing with
full hearts to empty sanctuaries; and online giving is
no longer optional. The faithful have been reminded
the church is the people and the work they do in
God’s name is for the sick, the shut-in, and the needy.
Being the church is what we do in God’s name as we
love our neighbors as ourselves. To love as God has
loved undergirds our efforts to strengthen God’s
participation in the world.
Recognizing the need and promise of our mission
was made painfully clear on June 4, 2020, as the
LTS faculty and staff gathered for the final Faculty
Council meeting of the fiscal year. George Floyd was
dead. Several of my childhood haunts in Chicago had
been burned to the ground in what Martin Luther
King Jr. called “the cry and actions of the oppressed,”
and our country was being roiled by another series
of deaths of its citizens by fellow citizens and police
officers in their communities. Fulfilling our mission
to strengthen the church’s participation in God’s
mission for the world in the midst of a national
reckoning on race requires our collective wisdom,
faith, prayers, and actions. To be clear: Racism is a

spiritual and theological dilemma as well as a social
evil. Thus our response must be rooted in faith and
lived out in ways that eliminate the social, economic,
and political oppression of those impacted by
systemic racism. To fulfill God’s mission in the world
to love one another as God has loved us requires
us to address both the spiritual and practical sin of
racism. I am grateful to Rev. April Johnson, Minister
of Reconciliation for the Christian Church (Disciples
of Christ), for facilitating the webinar, The Rocks
Are Crying Out: Show Up. Speak Up. Stand Up on
Wednesday, June 10, 2020 (see page 8). Our purpose
was to engage each other in conversation and discuss
how each of us in our own context can take action. I
commend to you the resources from Reconciliation
Ministries and the LTS Library to guide you and your
congregations on ways you might participate in God’s
mission for the world as the church tackles this issue.
I also commend to you the movie Remember the
Titians. It tells the story of the hiring of an AfricanAmerican football coach and the integration of
T.C. Williams High School. I enjoy feel-good movies
and an occasional football game (Go Bears!). I love
this movie because each time I watch it, I hear Rev.
Dr. William Chris Hobgood narrating it. I hear him
giving witness to the countless hours spent with
African-American and white clergy, civic leaders,
parents, students, and bystanders, offering prayer
and guidance, imploring all to give reconciliation a
chance. I hear him giving witness to the efforts of
the church to break up old systems and build new
patterns of interaction that respect the humanity of
all God’s children. I love the movie because I have a
behind-the-scenes narrator who made the work of
the church visible to me. I submit to you the work of
the church must become visible to end encounters
between black and brown people and the police that
result in the deaths of Breonna Taylor, John Crawford,
Atatiana Jefferson, Sandra Bland, Eric Garner, and
Tamir Rice. The church must live the claim that we
must love as God has loved and then demonstrate
how such a claim is lived out in the lives of all God’s
children, regardless of color.
With hope,

Charisse L. Gillett, President

COVER: Rev. Kris Bentley and her daughter, Jasmine, celebrate as Kris receives her DMin degree.
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Accomplishment’
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Virtual Commencement Celebrates Class of 2020

D

ue to the COVID-19 pandemic,
for the first time in Lexington
Theological Seminary history,
Commencement was held virtually
through a live stream on the LTS
Facebook page. The ceremony took
place on June 12, 2020.
Four students received their Master
of Divinity degrees; three students
received
certificates in
congregational
leadership and
renewal; one
student received
a certificate
in pastoral
ministry; and
one student
received her
Rev. Frank M. Yamada,
Doctor of
Executive Director
of the Association of
Ministry degree.
Theological Schools,
gave the 154th
Commencement
address.

“In the midst of
two pandemics,
we pause to
give thanks
for this graduating class – for
these students who said yes to
a call to ministry and then said
yes to seminary,” said President
Dr. Charisse L. Gillett. “You have
traveled a challenging path. This is
your day. But as with most things
worth doing well, you did not arrive
at this place alone, so applaud your
family, friends, mentors, faculty, and
staff who enabled you along the
way. Delight in this accomplishment.
God has called you for such a time
as this, and today we celebrate.”
Rev. Frank. M. Yamada, Executive
Director of the Association of
Theological Schools, gave the
154th commencement address.
He said he was honored to offer
an “unprecedented remote
commencement address.” “But not
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virtual,” he added. “There is really
nothing virtual about the diploma
you’re about to receive. This is a
very real ceremony and a very real
accomplishment. It just happens to
be a remote one.”
Rev. Yamada acknowledged it felt
surreal to celebrate, given what
is occurring in the country and
around the world. “Our country is

in the throes of a dual pandemic –
COVID-19 and systemic racism that
kills black people,” he said. “There
is nothing novel about racism. It is
not new. It is buried in the fabric of
the founding of our country. Racial
oppression in our DNA affects all
of us. We must figure out how we
CONTINUED NEXT PAGE
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The following awards were bestowed during virtual commencement

Award Recipient
A.J. Whitehouse Pastoral Care Award
George V. Moore Congregational Setting Award
Hal and Evelyn Watkins Congregational Setting Award
W.A. and Billie Ruth Welsh Award in New Testament
Sharyn Dowd Award in Biblical Studies
Newton Fowler Award in Ethics and Society
Ronald Graham MDiv Capstone Project Award
Riley Montgomery Award
Robert and Linda Cueni Award in Homiletics
Richard Pope Award in Church History
Kitchen-Adams Pastor/Scholar Award
Stone-Campbell Award
Rev. Rafael Martell Award
can all contribute to the systemic
dismantling of racism and the
healing of our land.”
As daunting and dire as the current
straits seem, as fatiguing as the work
of justice sometimes is, Rev. Yamada
still has hope. “The commitment to
action remains strong,” he said. “I
hear hope. I see hope. I can almost
taste hope. I see deposits of hope
in purchases made with a vision for
not who we are now or who we have
been but for who we can become.”
He reminded the graduates of
Moredcai’s challenge to Esther:
Perhaps she had risen to her rank of
queen for a specific time and reason.
“Perhaps you have been called for
such a time as this, to speak and
deliver a people in need of God’s
loving care,” he said. “You have been
equipped to bring good news to
the poor, release to the captives,
recovery of sight for the blind, to
let the oppressed go free, and to
proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.”
The President’s Award for 2020 was
presented to the Seventh Street
Christian Church Foundation,
Richmond, Va., for outstanding
service and ministry in partnership
with LTS. The Congregational Service
Award for 2020 was presented to
Seventh Street Christian Church
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Richard Vreeland
Richard Vreeland
Foster Frimpong, Gloria Soja
Kofi Frempong
Foster Frimpong
Mike Townsend
Kofi Frempong
Thaddeus Allen
Foster Frimpong, Kofi Frempong
Gloria Soja
Kris Bentley
Kris Bentley
Sotello Long, Ed Cushingberry

(Disciples of Christ) for their
commitment to local, regional and
global ministries. “We lift up their
mission and their partnership with
LTS,” said Dr. Gillett.
After Rev. Stephanie Moon inducted
the graduates into the Alumni
Association, Rev. Jan Ehrmantraut,
Clergy Mentoring Program
Coordinator and LTS chaplain,
offered the benediction.
“The sacred does not leave us as
we move forward to minister in
a world torn asunder by a virus
for which there is no antidote, an
aching planet reeling from abuse,
and a societal virus named racism
for which the only antidote is
confessional change that takes
place in our very souls,” she said.
“May God provide you sufficient
grace for the living of your faith.
May the Holy Spirit breathe courage
and insight upon you, and may
the footsteps of Jesus the Christ
fall upon your ears as you seek to
follow the One who has uniquely
revealed the creator to us.”
The video of the commencement
celebration is available at www.
facebook.com/lexington.
theological.seminary/
videos/251613136175386/.

THE GRADUATING
CLASS OF 2O2O
CERTIFICATE IN
PASTORAL MINISTRY
Richard G. Vreeland

MASTER OF DIVINITY
Kofi Frempong
Foster Kwame Frimpong
Gloria Dawn Soja
Michael Ray Townsend, Jr.

CERTIFICATE IN
CONGREGATIONAL
RENEWAL AND
LEADERSHIP

Thaddaeus B. Allen
Edward L. Cushingberry, Jr.
Sotello Vonzell Long

DOCTOR OF MINISTRY
Kristen Plinke Bentley
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154th Commencement
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Ceremonia virtual held for
second CHM graduating class

T

he second class of graduates
of the Certificado En
Ministerios Hispaños
programa (Certificate in
Hispanic Ministries program)
was celebrated on June 5, 2020,
with an online ceremonia virtual
(virtual ceremony). The COVID-19
pandemic made it necessary to
cancel the service previously held
at Crestwood Christian Church in
Lexington. Thirteen students from
Florida, Alabama, and Arizona
received their certificates as they
concluded their two years of study.
Despite having to use computer
screens for the ceremony, it was
still a day of joy and achievement.
“You deserve this day. You should
delight in this day,” said LTS
President Charisse L. Gillett in her
opening remarks. “God has called
you to this work. You are prepared
for this work. It is God who has
shaped and formed you. It is the
work of God you are engaged in.
I delight in your accomplishment
and lift up this day for you and your
families with hope for the church.”
Rev. Richie Sanchez, Regional
Minister of the Pacific Southwest

Region for the Christian
Church (Disciples of
Christ), was the keynote
speaker. “I am excited for
what God is going to do in
and through you,” he told
the graduates. “This class
has been educated on the
importance of being proreconciling and anti-racist.
So we’re counting on you
to make our world much
better than yesterday.”

certificates. They offered
their thanks to their
friends, families, and God.

“You have made the
decision to deepen your
faith in study and achieve
what others believed
was impossible,” said Rev.
Sanchez. “This is your day.
Rev. Richie Sanchez,
Congratulate yourselves.
Regional Minister of the
Paciﬁc Southwest Region Give yourselves some
for the Christian Church
applause. Remember
(Disciples of Christ) was
commencement
the Keynote Speaker.
Rev. Sanchez said he
means a beginning, so
appreciated LTS for
I hope you’re already
making advanced theological
dreaming and getting ready for
education possible for the Latinx
whatever is the next step ahead.”
community. “Intentionally we
The Certificate in Hispanic Ministries
are made invisible,” he said.
provides theological, biblical,
“Thank you for making us visible
and ministerial training to people
within the body of Christ.”
for leadership in Hispanic/Latinx
CHM program adviser Rev. Vilson
and bilingual congregations.
Hurtado, Rev. Lori Tapia, National
The program is co-sponsored by
Pastor for Hispanic Ministries, and
the Central Pastoral Office for
program alum Rev. Martin Tapia
Hispanic Ministries of the Christian
also participated in the ceremony.
Church (Disciples of Christ).
Rev. Liza Miranda provided music.
A replay of the ceremony can be
The graduates each had a moment
accessed at www.facebook.com/
where they received applause and
lexington.theological.seminary/
congratulations and displayed their
videos/486557705452503/.

2020 CERTIFICADO EN MINISTERIOS HISPANOS PROGRAMA
(CERTIFICATE IN HISPANIC MINISTRIES PROGRAM) GRADUATES
Yezimer Alemán Declet
Sergio Avalos
Gloria Elia Carrazco Vazquez
Clara Caycedo
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María Colón
Antonio Córdova
Claudia Córdova Nevárez
Briana R. Cruz
Erika Garcia

Elias Garcia
Ignacio B. Guerrero
Cesar A. Ortiz
Yanira Ortiz Agosto
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LTS Contributes to New Book About Student
Services in Theological Education

P

resident Charisse L. Gillett,
Thriving in Ministry Project
Director Kris Bentley, and
Registrar and Director of Financial
Aid Windy Kidd wrote a chapter in
Transforming Service: Reflections
of Student Services Professionals
in Theological Education. Edited
by Shonda R. Jones and Pamela R.
Lightsey, the book was published
in June 2020 by Wipf and Stock.
The three LTS representatives
wrote the chapter Transforming
Economic Challenges and Student
Financial Well-Being as part of the
work of the Lilly-funded Economic
Challenges Facing Future Ministers
(ECFFM) Initiative. In the chapter,
they touch on various avenues
financial aid officers and other
educational leaders may take to
help theological students pursue
their educational goals without
sacrificing financial well-being.
When theological schools help
students make well-informed,
thoughtful decisions about how
to finance their education, they
consider both institutional and
student interests. An institutional
support system for students
includes helping them make
decisions concerning student loans,
smoothing the way for them to
manage financial challenges, and
encouraging habits and attitudes
about finances that will serve them
well in ministry.
One recommendation is for
theological schools to strengthen
financial counseling. At one time,
best practices in financial aid
focused on helping students find
the maximum loan eligibility
available. However, it is now clear
burdensome student debt impacts
graduates lives’ for many years.
Student loan decisions need
to be well-informed and loans
undertaken with careful thought.
Since 2015, LTS has conducted
one-on-one financial counseling
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with students preparing to borrow
through the Federal Financial Aid
program. As director of financial aid,
Windy Kidd conducts counseling
informed by the students’
engagement with three financialplanning resources available on the
LTS Website: an interactive student
household budget; a video that
gives sound advice for students
to help them borrow less; and an
interactive post-graduation budget.
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Other changes at LTS help students
successfully fund their education
and manage their finances during
enrollment. One particularly
important policy decision was
to recalculate the “cost of living”
in connection with the “cost of
attendance” for student loans when
LTS adopted its new educational
model. Since students only come to
the Lexington campus for in-person
coursework during January and
June Intensives, the cost of living is
only included in cost of attendance
when students are enrolled in
Intensives. This impacts the way
students calculate expenses related
to enrollment.
LTS also has established policies
that help students meet expenses
during enrollment, including a
no-interest plan that lets students
spread out tuition payments. The
on-line, congregation-centered
educational model at LTS, with
its flexible academic calendar
and asynchronous courses, also is
employment friendly.

The experience with strengthened
financial counseling at LTS reflects
that of many other schools. It
can provide guidance that leads
to improved outcomes for both
students and institutions. LTS has
seen encouraging results with this
approach. Both the average amount
of student debt of graduates who
borrow and the percentage of
graduates who have borrowed have
declined. The average amount of
federal aid debt of LTS graduates
who borrow has decreased from
$32,457 in 2014 to $23,549 in 2019. In
the same time span, the percentage
of graduating students who took
out federal student loans declined
from 50 percent to 38 percent.
The financial counseling process
has certainly contributed to the
improvement.

Finances can represent a theological
challenge for ministers. Financial
well-being impacts overall wellbeing in ministry. Helping seminary
students with these challenges and
supporting their own financial wellbeing is important work.

LTS congratulates longtime custodian Jeff Johnson
on his retirement from the University of Kentucky.
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Seminary Hosts Webinar “Call
for Conversation and Action”

I

n response to the racial unrest
was Luke 19:36-40, the description
that followed the deaths of
of Jesus’ triumphal entry into
Breonna Taylor, Ahmaud Arbery,
Jerusalem. When some of the
and George Floyd, Lexington
Pharisees in the crowd said to him,
Theological Seminary hosted “The
“Teacher, order your disciples to
Rocks Are Crying Out: Show Up.
stop,” Jesus answered, “If these were
Speak Up. Stand Up,” a Webinar
silent, the stones would shout out.”
that served as a call for
“I chose this text because
conversation and action.
the theme of processional
Led by Rev. April Johnson,
is juxtaposed to the
Minister of Reconciliation
nature of protest,” said
for the Christian Church
Rev. Johnson. “We have to
(Disciples of Christ) in
bring a theological lens
the United States and
to every current context.
Canada, the purpose
Here Jesus was modeling
of the webinar was to
liberation and salvation.
engage participants in
My hope for us as we think
Rev. April Johnson
conversation and discuss
about our current context
how everyone in their
– buildings burned, broken glass,
own context can take action against
pandemic – is that we see the rocks
racism.
for who and what they were.”
“The hard truth is, little can be said
Rev. Johnson continued, “Racism has
in this moment that was not said
no place in God’s kingdom. Jesus
when Eric Garner uttered the words,
has empowered us with the ministry
‘I can’t breathe’ or when Philando
of reconciliation. We must show up
Castille’s death was captured
and speak up. We must stand up
on video,” said LTS President Dr.
against racism.”
Charisse L. Gillett. “Nonetheless, we
cannot be silent. Our silence cannot Calling for accountable and
responsible anti-racist relationships,
help us. Lexington Theological
Rev. Johnson stressed ways people
Seminary joins other institutions
can Show Up (form a small group
and the church in condemning the
with colleagues to learn more);
systematic racism and oppression
Speak Up (preach about racism);
that led to these deaths. Racism is
and Stand Up (participate in the
a spiritual and theological dilemma
New Poor People’s Campaign).
as well as a social evil. Thus our
response must be rooted in faith
“We need to create
and lived out in ways that eliminate
intergenerational and cross-racial
the social, economic, and political
forums to refresh us on this journey
oppression of those impacted by
of changing this world and creating
systemic racism.”
the kingdom of God,” Rev. Johnson
An event such as this is important
because it encourages conversation.
“Racism has changed the very
nature of who we are as a society
and the nature of how we talk to
one another,” said Rev. Dr. Loida
I. Martell, LTS Vice President for
Academic Affairs and Dean.
Over 75 people joined the twohour webinar. The foundational text
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said.

Rev. Teresa Hord Owens, General
Minister and President of the
Christian Church (Disciples of
Christ), appreciated the Seminary’s
work in presenting the webinar. “I
am energized by your commitment
to the LTS community across the
United States and the world, making
sure we have anti-racist moles in

our church and our society who are
affiliated with LTS,” she said. “We
must be who we say we are – an
anti-racist pro-reconciling church.
My prayer is we see how important
this is as followers of Jesus Christ.
Jesus was willing to disrupt. We
have to be willing to turn over some
tables and take the gospel of Jesus
Christ seriously. We’re in a kairos
moment. There is hard work ahead,
but it is necessary simply because
God demands it from us.”
“When life returns to normal, we
want to be sure we don’t go back to
a place where we forget how painful
this moment was and to know we’ve
not grappled with the sin of racism,”
said President Gillett.

LTS Confronts
Challenge of
COVID-19
As the pandemic continues,
we urge all members of
the Lexington Theological
Seminary community to keep
up to date with necessary
health and safety precautions
as recommended by the
Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention (CDC) (www.
cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019ncov/index.html). Please
consult this Web site for
general updates and the
latest information on public
exposure issues. The Seminary
also urges all community
members to obtain specific
health and safety information
from their private healthcare
providers and local health
care authorities, as well as
state and local government
sources.

8/19/20 5:35 PM
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STUDENTNOTES
Rev. Monique Crain Spells, who is
currently working on her Doctor
of Ministry degree at Lexington
Theological Seminary, has been
named assistant dean of admissions
at Brite Divinity School. Rev. Crain

Spells comes to Brite from Christian
Theological Seminary, where over a
seven-year period she moved from
admissions counselor to director of
recruiting to director of recruiting
and admissions.

DMin students Rev. Stephanie Moon
and Rev. Dikeia Elery share their
insights about pursuing theological
education at LTS in a new video
showcased on the Seminary’s
Facebook page.
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Thriving Congregations Initiative Moves Forward
The Thriving Congregations Initiative
at Lexington Theological Seminary
is on schedule, despite the global
pandemic, says Project Director
Rev. Erin Cash. The proposal
timeline called for congregations
to be invited and selected in June
2020 and for the initial gathering
to be held in October. Due to the
risks associated with travel and
gatherings, LTS has partnered with
the Center for Congregations to
create an online event to be held
Sept. 14-17. Dr. Tim Shapiro will be
the keynote speaker.
Congregations have been
selected from Arizona, Florida,
Iowa, Kentucky, and Ohio. These
congregations represent new
churches, bi-vocational ministry
sites, Latinx and African-American
congregations, large congregations,
and churches in both rural and
urban areas. Their ministries are
diverse, but they share one thing
in common: They are all eager to

participate in a project that will help
them hone their identity so they
can better serve in their contexts.
In this first year, the congregations
will explore their identity and
mission. Some of this work will
venture into the question of who
they want to become moving
forward. In 2021, they will focus
on Understanding the Role of
the Pastor, learning how pastoral
leadership helps the congregation
understand its vision, mission,
and ministry in the local context.
In year three, the congregation
will reflect on the Role of an
Empowered Laity. They will
develop a deeper appreciation
for the crucial role of the laity in
developing and understanding
identity, vision, and ministry. In
the final year of congregational
participation (2023), churches
will learn ways to measure
effectiveness in the community
and develop a ministry plan for

Anti-Racism
Resources
Lexington Theological
Seminary Library Director
Dolores Yilibuw has gathered
books in the LTS collection
to make a library resource
page on anti-racism. The
link is on the library’s home
page under the “AntiRacism Resources” tab.
moving forward. The final year
of the Thriving Congregations
Initiative will primarily be research
and writing at LTS. The Seminary
will utilize the observed work of
the congregations to improve
curricular and programmatic
offerings that support the learning
and life of congregations.

Creating Vital Congregations Webinars 2020-2021
Oct. 17, 2020

Congregational Conflict
Rev. Dr. Aimee Moiso

Nov. 7, 2020

Imagining a New World
Rev. Teresa Hord Owens

Jan. 23, 2021

“You Cannot Serve God and Money”:
Today’s Global Debt System as a
Moral and Pastoral Emergency
Rev. Dr. Bruce Rogers-Vaughn
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Feb. 6, 2021

365 Days of Giving: Examining Generosity
and Gratitude in Complex Times
Aimee Laramore

March 20, 2021

Intergenerational Ministry
Rev. Dr. Olivia Bryan Updegrove

April 24, 2021

Leadership in the Multicultural World
Rev. Lori Tapia

May 22, 2021

Dinner Church

Rev. Tim Kim and
Rev. Rachel Nance Woehler
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FACULTYNOTES
Rev. Dr. Leah Schade, Assistant
with Dr. Jerry Sumney, Professor
Professor of Preaching and Worship,
of Biblical Studies, is Apocalypse
was a featured speaker at this
When?: A Guide to Interpreting and
year’s Festival of Homiletics. The
Preaching Apocalyptic Texts. It will
theme for 2020 was “Preaching
be published this fall.
a New Earth: Climate
Rev. Dr. Loida I. Martell,
and Creation.” Dr.
Vice President for
Schade spoke on “Green
Academic Affairs and
Preaching in the Purple
Dean, was a co-presenter,
Zone: Environmental
with Richard Benson,
Sermons in the Red-Blue
C.M., Vice President
Divide.” This year, due to
and Academic Dean at
the COVID-19 pandemic,
Catholic Theological
the Festival was held
Union, for a webinar on
online. In June, Dr. Schade
best practices in online
led a workshop entitled
Rev. Dr. Leah Schade
education in the era of
“Classroom Management
COVID-19. Going Online for
for the Online Homiletics Course:
the Fall? Glean Wisdom from Some
Strategies, Tactics, and Tips” for
with Experience in Online Teaching
the Academy of Homiletics and
and Formation was designed for
also co-taught a homiletics course
schools as they consider how to
for the ACTS DMin Preaching
offer their Fall courses online.
program. In September, Dr. Schade
Dr. Martell offered a “Prayer for
will present the keynote address
Comfort” during the National
and a workshop for the Annual
Council of Churches’ online
Disciples Identity Gathering of the
memorial service, “A Time to Mourn:
Christian Church in New Mexico.
Ecumenical Memorial Service for
Her theme will be “Theology
Lives Lost to COVID-19,” in May.
of Ecology: Earth in Crisis.” Her
She published “Sacred Spaces,
forthcoming book, co-authored

Fall Lay School Will Be
Entirely Online This Year

ordinary daily living, and
Dr. William O. Paulsell,
how might they affect our
President Emeritus of
own understanding of faith
Lexington Theological
and Christian living? How
Seminary, author, professor,
might we use Scripture
and former pastor, will
and church life in fostering
be the presenter for
spiritual growth?
this year’s Lay School of
Theology. Probing Our
The classes will be held
Depths: A Journey Through
Sept. 12, 19, and 26, 2020,
the History of Christian
from 10 a.m. to noon. Due
Dr. Bill Paulsell
Spirituality will examine
to ongoing concerns with
the lives and writings of some of
COVID-19, all the sessions will be
the best-known Christian spiritual
online. Register at www.lextheo.
writers, beginning with the 3rd
edu/lay-school-of-theology by Sept.
century and finishing in the 20th.
10. Registration fee is $60. For more
These writers are all from the
information, contact Deena Ainslie
mainstream of Christianity and
at (859) 280-1212 or send an email to
have continuing influence today.
her at dainslie@lextheo.edu.
The class will think about ways to
The Lay School of Theology is a
use their ideas to deepen their
continuing education program
own spiritual probing. What are
for all who seek to enrich their
the practical implications for us in
Christian faith.
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Loving Vínculos, and God’s Reign
of Justice: The Church’s Response
to Undocumented Migrants as
Mass Incarceration” in the Journal
of Ecumenical Trends 55 (Winter
2020). She was a member of the task
force that organized the Hispanic
Theological Initiative’s Latina in
Leadership Conference in July and
served as a panel participant and
resource person at the conference.
Dr. Emily Askew, Associate Professor
of Systematic Theology, will present
a workshop at the virtual Kentucky
Regional Assembly in October.

In Memoriam

June 1, 2019 – July 20, 2020
Dinsmore Nisbet, B.D. ’58
June 9, 2019
David A. Kerr, D.Min. ’72
Aug. 11, 2019
David Roos, Friend
Aug. 19, 2019
Norman E. Hagley, B.D. ’61
Sept. 25, 2019
Kathleen S. Sine, Friend
Oct. 9, 2019
Thomas Fountain, B.D. ’61
Oct. 26, 2019
Pablo Stone, Former Student
Nov. 14, 2019
Paul I. Nelson, M.Div. ’69
Dec. 9, 2019
Luther Coggin, Friend
Dec. 10, 2019
Evelyn N. Watkins, Friend
Dec. 12, 2019
Arthur Hanna, Friend
Dec. 13, 2019
Douglas F. Adams, M.Div. ’81
March 10, 2019
Anna B. Horan, Friend
April 6, 2020
Gloria M. Wynn, Friend
May 16, 2020
Loren N. Sallee, B.D. ’58
May 20, 2020
Joyce McAfee Martin, Friend
June 20, 2020
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In memory of …
Rev. Brian P. Adams
Mr. and Mrs. Donald Richardson
Dr. William Baird
Mr. Roy N. Martin
Dr. Wayne Bell
Dr. Michael R. Nichols
Dr. and Mrs. James M. Wray Jr.
Dr. Clayton H. Boyer Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Victor Singer
Rev. Loren A. Broadus Jr.
Rev. William S. Mitchell
Dr. and Mrs. James M. Wray Jr.
Carlos D. Brown
Dr. Charisse L. Gillett and Rev. Dr. Donald K. Gillett
Ms. Cathy P. Brown
Dr. Charisse L. Gillett and Rev. Dr. Donald K. Gillett
Rev. M. Tim Browning
Dr. and Mrs. John R. Browning
Benjamin L. Cowgill
Mrs. Sue Ann Cowgill
Rev. Dr. Anthony L. Dunnavant
Mr. and Mrs. L. Leon Durham Jr.
Mrs. Edith Dunnavant
Mr. and Mrs. L. Leon Durham Jr.
Dr. Ezra L. Dunnavant
Mr. and Mrs. L. Leon Durham Jr.
Dr. Newton B. Fowler Jr.
Rev. Johnny W. Wray
Mrs. Helen Goins
Dr. and Mrs. James M. Wray Jr.
Dr. Ronald W. Graham
Jan Graham Stump Trust
Rev. Dennis R. Zimmerman
Rev. Dana Bly Horan
Mr. and Mrs. R. Michael Bales
Rev. Colette Hensley Lane
Dr. John M. Jackson
Rev. William A. Curwood and Rev. Linda L. Curwood
Mrs. Millicent McAtee
Dr. and Mrs. David W. Sharrard
Mrs. Lillian B. Nunnelly
Rev. William A. Curwood and Rev. Linda L. Curwood
Rev. Neil Sallee
Mrs. Dorothy Sallee
Rev. G. David Shreeves
Mrs. Dale R. Shreeves
Mrs. Joanne Spainhower
Dr. and Mrs. James M. Wray Jr.
Dr. Richard and Joan White
Mr. Stuart B. Price Jr.
Dr. and Mrs. H.T. Wood
Mr. Steve D. Wood

In honor of…
Mrs. Deena Ainslie
Mr. Curt and Rev. Janet Ehrmantraut
Rev. Thaddaeus Burwell Allen
Mr. Curt and Rev. Janet Ehrmantraut
Rev. Brooke Baker
Rev. Kathryn Matthews and Rev. Jackie Cassara
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Rev. Dr. Dara Cobb Lewis, M.Div.
“As people looked warily ahead to
’03, has been called as Regional
the 2020 presidential campaign,
Minister of South Carolina. Dr.
I kept hearing the same refrain:
Cobb Lewis served most recently
‘Christians in this country need to
as director of pastoral
do something.’ Now, in
counseling operations at
the midst of COVID-19 and
South Point Counseling
following the tragic deaths
Center in Belmont, N.C.
of George Floyd and
She has also served as
Breonna Taylor and many
pastor at First Christian
others, that refrain is truer
Church in Valdese, N.C.,
and more pressing than
and at Communion of
ever,” Kincaid said. “I wrote
Faith Christian Church
this book with the goal
in Huntersville, N.C. She
of helping us think again
Rev. Dr. Dara Cobb Lewis about God’s presence
was Associate Minister
for Education, Outreach
and purposes in our lives
and Evangelism at Community
and in the world; to shine the light
Christian Church in Kansas City, Mo., and language of our faith on issues
and was a Chaplain Intern with the
and situations that threaten our
New Orleans Police Department.
common life; and to prompt us all
Dr. Cobb Lewis is the
to think about what it
daughter of Reverends
means to be the church
Joseph and Susie Cobb,
in the face of these
pastors of Agape Christian
particular challenges and
Church in Columbia, S.C.
opportunities.”
She and her husband,
Kincaid served at LTS
Michael Lewis, have five
as adjunct faculty for
children.
the practice of ministry
Rev. Dr. William B.
from 2002-2004 and
Kincaid, M.Div. ’91 and
was also Director of
DMin ’99, recently
Rev. Dr. William B. Kincaid the Doctor of Ministry
published Letters to the
Program. He currently
Church: Encouragement
serves as Herald B.
and Engagement for the 2020
Monroe Professor of Leadership
Election. Each letter describes an
and Ministry Studies Director at
issue or situation the country is
Christian Theological Seminary in
facing and concludes with a section
Indianapolis. The book is available
called “The Witness of the Church.”
on Amazon, Wipf and Stock.
Rev. C. Wayne Barnett
Mr. Roy N. Martin
Rev. Dr. Kristen P. Bentley
Mrs. Barbara Plinke
Rev. and Mrs. Robert L. Bradley
Rev. and Mrs. Roland W. Jones
Rev. Jake Caldwell
Mr. and Mrs. Donald Richardson
Mr. David Clark Sr.
Dr. Charisse L. Gillett and Rev. Dr. Donald K. Gillett
Rev. Bobby W. Cook
Mr. James M. Groves
Dr. and Mrs. Philip N. Dare
Dr. and Mrs. David W. Sharrard
Dr. Sharyn E. Dowd
Dr. and Mrs. David W. Sharrard
Rev. Dr. Jacqueline Foster
Rev. Mildred F. Slack
Mr. Jeff erey Johnson
Dr. and Mrs. James M. Wray Jr.
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Rev. Dr. Michael K. Kinnamon
Rev. Jean Hawxhurst and Mr. Jerry Cappel
LTS Class of 1992
Rev. Gloria F. Bucher
Ms. Jin Ming Ma
Rev. Samilla D. Wilson
Rev. Lisa H. May
Rev. Samilla D. Wilson
Ms. Donna Roberts
Rev. and Mrs. David Conway
Rev. Heather Schimmel
Mr. Curt and Rev. Janet Ehrmantraut
Dr. and Mrs. David W. Sharrard
Rev. J. Peter Becker
Rev. Tracy Siegman
Mr. Curt and Rev. Janet Ehrmantraut
Mr. Tom Teater
Rev. Robert Silvanik
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Dikiea Elery
LTS Student

Dikiea is attending
Seminary according
to her schedule.

Why aren’t you?
Seminary has never been
more accessible!
MPS, MTS, MDiv and DMin
degree programs available.

Contact us today!

lextheo.edu or 866-296-6087

526-lts-bulletin-2020-summer.indd 12

8/19/20 5:35 PM

