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We Know Who Holds the Future
Dear Friends,
I believe we can all agree that 
2020 was quite a challenging 
year. It has tested our patience, 
our creativity, and our resilience. 
Despite the pandemic, our work 
of preparing leaders for God’s 
Church continued. We made many 
adaptations and some sacrifices, 
but we remained faithful to and 

focused on our mission.
Some highlights from this year include:
• We held our first-ever online commencement 

ceremony for the Class of 2020. Four students 
received their Master of Divinity degrees; three 
students received certificates in congregational 
leadership and renewal; one student received a 
certificate in pastoral ministry; and one student 
received her Doctor of Ministry degree.

• We celebrated the graduation of our second class in 
the Certificado En Ministerios Hispaños programa 
(Certificate in Hispanic Ministries program), again 
with a virtual ceremony.

• Our summer intensives were held online. We will 
also hold Winter 2021 intensives online.

• Our well-received Creating Vital Congregations 
Webinars began again in October and will continue 
through May 2021 (see page 4).

• We hosted “The Rocks Are Crying Out: Show Up. 
Speak Up. Stand Up,” a Webinar on the current 
racial crisis in the United States, featuring Rev. 
April G. Johnson, Minister of Reconciliation for the 
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ).

• We welcomed Dr. Michael Remedios Grigoni as 
Visiting Assistant Professor of Theology and Roman 
Catholic Studies. This two-year appointment was 
made possible through a Postdoctoral Fellowship 
that Dr. Grigoni received from the Louisville 
Institute.

• Our annual Golf Scramble was held in September 
at a new venue, the Woodford Club in Versailles, 
KY. The PNC Team won first place, and Beargrass 
Christian Church won the Chalice Cup. The Golf 
Scramble partnered with Green Chalice for the 
first time. Ten percent of the profits were used to 
purchase offsets.

• Our Lilly Grant initiatives are moving forward, 
creating strong connections with congregations and 
bivocational ministers (see page 3).

• Our first-ever online auction raised more than 
$3,000 for the Ministerial Education Fund.

• Our Giving Tuesday appeal in December netted 
more than $7,000 for the Ministerial Education 
Fund.

As difficult as this year has been, we are nevertheless 
grateful to our students, staff, faculty, and supporters 
for journeying with us. And we are eternally grateful to 
God for leading and guiding us through this time of trial. 
We don’t know whether 2021 will see an easing of our 
uncertainty or a return to a semblance of “normal,” but 
we have hopes for a better and brighter tomorrow. We 
don’t know what the future holds – but we know Who 
holds the future.
Blessings,

Dr. Charisse L. Gillett
President, Lexington Theological Seminary

Dec. 31, 2020 
Gift Report

Total Gifts this fiscal year: ..........................$609,276
Total Gifts last fiscal year: ......................$1,523,805

(includes Lilly Endowment Gift)

Total Gifts this fiscal year Ministerial 
Education Fund: ...........................................$211,903

Total Gifts last fiscal year MEF: ................$193,270

Total number of donors this fiscal year: .......365
Total number of donors last fiscal year: ......306

Total number of donors MEF
 this fiscal year: ............................................................312
Total number of donors MEF
 last fiscal year: ............................................................251
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Thriving Congregations 
Initiative Update
In December 2019, Lexington Theological Seminary 
received a $1 million grant from Lilly Endowment, 
Inc. to participate in the Thriving Congregations 
Initiative. The grant aims to take churches that are 
already thriving or are on the cusp of thriving and put 
them into conversation with each other, encouraging 
reflection and exploration. Twenty-three congregations 
were selected from four Disciples Regions to join the 
initiative.
The program objectives, says Rev. Erin Cash, Project 
Director, include identifying the congregations’ mission, 
vision, and identity; understanding the role of the 
pastor; and developing new tools for measuring success 
beyond bodies, buildings, and budgets. In 2022, the 
emphasis will be on the role of laity and discovering 
ways to empower them. In 2023, the emphasis will be 
on measuring success.
A plan to invite the project participants to a two-day 
workshop at LTS was curtailed due to the COVID-19 
pandemic, as were other scheduled in-person sessions. 
These were replaced with online meetings. Each team 
consists of the church’s pastor or associate pastor and 
three other members of the congregation. The teams 
were placed into learning communities fashioned 
after the Seminary’s student covenant groups. These 
learning communities meet quarterly. This January, the 
congregations will review their work from the past year 
and reflect on what they have learned. 

The project will present 
new ways of developing 
the accountable ministry 
component of the LTS 
curriculum. All LTS M.Div. 
students must have an 
accountable ministry 
site in which to work. 
The learnings from the 
Thriving Congregations 
Initiative will enhance this 
part of the Seminary’s 
program.
The congregations are learning about tools such 
as asset mapping and positive deviance – where 
they differ from the norm. They receive one-on-
one meetings with Erin and help with Web site 
development. They also have an opportunity to make a 
funding request to support their work with the project.
“To see something that was put on paper and now to 
see how it impacts congregations, it is a real deep joy,” 
said LTS President Dr. Charisse Gillett. “It is important 
for us to remember what we learn about congregations 
is what we can share with our students so they know 
how to look for benchmarks and measures of success. 
We will take the information we’ve learned and feed 
it back into our accountable ministry sites and then 
transform communities, hearts, minds, and spirits.”

at

Lilly Projects
The

HSP Announces Important Learning Opportunities
The Hispanic Summer Program (HSP) 
recently received a $1.8 million grant 
from Lilly Endowment, Inc. that will 
allow it to extend its programs. This 
consortium of 38 seminaries, divinity 
schools, and schools of religion offers 
opportunities for primarily Latinx, as 
well as some African American and 
Anglo students, to dig deeply into 
Latinx theology, biblical study, ethics, 
liturgy, worship, and more. It also 
educates non-Latinx students and 
faculty about the beauty, richness, 
and depth of Latinx contributions to 
all facets of theological education 
and ministry.
For two weeks each summer, courses 
are taught by world-renowned Latinx 

faculty, including LTS Dean Rev. 
Dr. Loida I. Martell. Because LTS is 
a member of the consortium, LTS 
students can apply for the HSP on 
a first-come, first-served basis. The 
HSP will be offered virtually in the 
summer of 2021, making it possible 
for more students to attend without 
having to travel and leave their jobs 
or families. 
The HSP offers a program that 
invites non-Latinx faculty, staff, and 
administrators a glimpse into the 
worlds of Latinx students as they 
negotiate seminary and life in a 
predominantly white country. This 
program, called Through Hispanic 
Eyes (THE), runs concurrently with 

the HSP and includes sessions 
with esteemed Latinx faculty and 
engagement with Latinx students. 
THE will also be offered virtually in 
the summer of 2021.
Spots in both programs are 
limited. Applications are available 
on the HSP Web site at https://
hispanicsummerprogram.org/ and 
will be received until Feb. 15, 2021. If 
you’re interested in these programs 
or have any questions, contact 
Dean Loida I. Martell at lmartell@
lextheo.edu or Dr. Emily Askew, HSP 
representative for LTS, at easkew@
lextheo.edu for more information.
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SEMINARYNOTES

Lexington Theological Seminary 2020-2021 Webinar Series

Creating Vital Congregations
Jan. 23, 2021

 “You Cannot Serve God 
and Money”: Today’s Global 
Debt System as a Moral and 

Pastoral Emergency
Rev. Dr. Bruce Rogers-Vaughn

Feb. 6, 2021
365 Days of Giving: Examining 
Generosity and Gratitude in 

Complex Times 
Aimee Laramore

March 20, 2021
Intergenerational Ministry
Rev. Dr. Olivia Bryan Updegrove

April 24, 2021
Leadership in the 

Multicultural World
Rev. Lori Tapia

May 22, 2021
Dinner Church

Rev. Tim Kim and Rev. Rachel 
Nance Woehler

Register at www.lextheo.edu/webinar-
series. Cost is $10 per log-in with an 
unlimited number of participants. 
Please register by 10 a.m. the day 
before the webinar. A link will be 
emailed 24 hours prior to the webinar. 
Late registrants are not guaranteed 
live participation; a link to view the 
recorded presentation will be available 
within approximately one week of the 
presentation. For more information, 
contact Deena Ainslie at (859) 280-1212 
or dainslie@lextheo.edu.

Aponte Is Spring Lay School Presenter
Rev. Dr. Edwin David Aponte, 
Executive Director of the Louisville 
Institute, will be the presenter 
for the Spring 2021 Lay School of 
Theology. In this course, titled 
“Religion and Politics in the United 
States,” pastors and lay leaders will 
draw upon historical, cultural, social, 
and theological studies to obtain a 
better understanding of religious 
participation in U.S. public life, the 
nature of civil religion, and Christian 
participation 
in the public 
sphere. Special 
attention will 
be given to the 
U.S. presidency 
in historical 
perspective and 
its interactions 
with Christian life 
and practice.

Dr. Aponte is 
Research Professor 
of Religion and Culture at Louisville 
Seminary. He is also contingent 
faculty at LTS. A cultural historian, 
Aponte explores faith, spirituality, 

and culture, especially the 
intersections of race, ethnicity, and 
religion. He is the author of ¡Santo! 
Varieties of Latino/a Spirituality 
(Orbis Books, 2012) and co-editor of 
Handbook of Latina/o Theologies 
(Chalice Press, 2006) and co-author 
of Introducing Latinx Theologies 
(Orbis Books, 2020), both with 
Miguel A. De La Torre. Aponte is 
an ordained Minister of Word and 

Sacrament in the Presbyterian 
Church USA.

The Lay School of Theology is a 
continuing education program at 
Lexington Theological Seminary 
for people who wish to enrich 
their Christian faith. For more 
information, contact Rev. Dr. Wilson 
Dickinson, Director of Doctor of 
Ministry and Continuing Education, 
at wdickinson@lextheo.edu.

Dr. Edwin David Aponte
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STUDENTNOTES

How’s It Going?
Checking in with students as they 
cope with the pandemic
Back in the spring, just as the 
pandemic was getting underway, 
we reached out to some of our 
students to ask them how they were 
coping. Now let’s do a follow-up to 
see what challenges they have faced 
and how they’ve overcome them.
Rev. Drew Tucker, an LTS D.Min 
student, is the university pastor 
and director of the Center for Faith 
and Learning for Capital University 
in Columbus, OH. “In addition to 
live streaming all of our campus 
worship opportunities – six every 
week – we’re also hosting webinars 
for students preparing to graduate 
with wisdom from local young 
professionals,” Drew said. “In the 
midst of this distanced community, 
we’re using these opportunities to 
connect and resource all students, 
faculty, and staff to deepen 
relationships and engage spiritually 
in new formats.”
Drew also launched two projects 
related to vocational exploration. 
The NOW+NEXT podcast, which 
began at Advent, empowers people 
to explore their meaningful now 
and meaningful next. “I’ve also 
signed a book contract with 1517 
Media to write a resource that 
equips young adults and other 
readers to explore their vocations 
with comprehensible definitions 
and fruitful practices,” Drew added. 
The book’s tentative release date is 
the end of 2021.
“I’m still doing pretty much all of my 
teaching, worship, and pastoral care 
in hybrid formats,” Drew said. “Some 
is online and some is in person. 
Since we’ve no congregational 
singing in worship, we have 
increased the use of icons, prayer 
labyrinths, and other tactile worship 
opportunities.”

Heather Wachendorf, pastor of 
Highland Park Christian Church in 
Des Moines, found it interesting to 
reflect on what she wrote earlier 
this year – “that 
seems so long 
ago,” she said. 
Highland Park 
continues to 
worship online 
only, but they did 
transition from 
prerecorded to 
live streaming this 
summer.
“It is exciting to hear 
from people who are watching the 
service from across the country,” 
Heather said. “There are several 
DOC churches in the Des Moines 
area and about half have resumed 
worship in person with safety 
procedures in place. I don’t know 
when we will resume, especially 
since positive case counts continue 
to rise in our area.” Heather planned 
to have Advent online and came up 
with a fun solution for Christmas 
Eve that she hoped would help 
people feel connected on that very 
special night.
“We have also had to come up 
with creative solutions for our 
annual stewardship campaign and 
annual meeting, so every day is an 
adventure!” she said.
Michael Harrison, pastor at First 
Christian Church in Pikeville, KY, 
says live streaming is a Pandora’s 
box that presented some challenges 
to his congregation.
“In going to live streaming of our 
services at the initial stages of 
isolation, we had to update our 
Internet service to address buffering 
issues, which was a challenge in our 

rural area, as well as update some 
of our hardware in the church,” he 
said. “After the re-opening, we have 
returned to in-person services. Our 
attendance is about half of our 
regular, pre-pandemic numbers, 
which is well below the capacity 
of our facility. Some members 
have not returned and probably 
will not until the threat is over, but 
they are continuing the live-stream 
participation.”
Michael says his church is going 
to great efforts to maintain a 
sanitary worship environment 
with social distancing and redoing 
the distribution of bulletins 
and communion elements and 
collecting the offering. “We have 
seen that once we opened the 
Pandora’s box of live streaming, we 
will never be able to stop it, even if 
the threat of COVID is eliminated,” 
he said. “We have had such good 
response, with more views of our 
service online than our facility could 
physically accommodate, not only 
from our regular church members 
but also diaspora members who 
moved away years ago and are now 
regularly attending our services 
online.”
There’s a silver lining in all this, 
Michael says.
“I would have to say that if there is 
one good thing that has occurred 
it is that it has helped the church 
to address one of its greatest 
fears: Change,” he said. “Through it 
all, the church has been creative, 
imaginative, and, most importantly, 
faithful to God.”

Heather Wachendorf
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STUDENTNOTES

In Memoriam
Through Oct. 27, 2020

Paul N. Wilkins, M.Div. ’74
May 6, 2020

Wilma P. Mattingly, Friend
Aug. 12, 2020

Paul M. Pusey, D.Min. ’75
Aug. 20, 2020

Donald W. Frantz, B.D. ’53
Oct. 8, 2020

LEXINGTON THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY MISSION STATEMENT
The mission of Lexington Theological 
Seminary is to prepare faithful leaders 
for the church of Jesus Christ and thus to 
strengthen the church’s participation in 
God’s mission for the world.
Lexington Theological Seminary 
seeks to be a servant of the church by 
preparing men and women for ministry 
in congregations through innovative 
instruction, a flexible curriculum, 
congregational experience and 

compassionate engagement with the 
needs of society. The Seminary offers 
an online program that is competency-
based, congregation-centered and 
reflects its commitment to prepare people 
for leadership in congregational ministry.
As an integral part of the church, 
the Seminary serves the church as a 
theological resource and as a center of 
continuing education for clergy and lay 
leaders.

Jeneille LaGrone has received the 
President’s Scholarship, a full-tuition 
scholarship, and Kara Bales received 
the Dean’s Scholarship, a 75-percent 
tuition scholarship.
Master of Divinity student Amanda 
Groves was elected as President of 
the Executive Board of the Kentucky 
Council of Churches (KCC) at its 
2020 Assembly in October. Amanda 
has been involved with the KCC 
for four years after receiving a 
seminarian scholarship to attend 
the annual state assembly. She has 
served as the First Vice President 
of the KCC and was the chair of the 
Assembly Planning Commission 
from 2018-2020. She is the associate/
music minister at Millbrooke 
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) 
in Hopkinsville, KY. “I am honored 
and humbled by this incredible 
opportunity to do ecumenical 
work with the faith leaders of the 
11 adjudicatory communions that 
make up the Council,” Amanda 
said. “One of the greatest blessings 
I have experienced at LTS is 
having wonderful professors that 
believe in the importance of 

reclaiming the public square and 
are demonstrating it every day in 
their ministries. I hope to bring this 
passion and training to this office 
so that the good news of Jesus 
Christ can be proclaimed not only 
in the halls of our capitol building 
but in communities across our 
Commonwealth.”
Master of Divinity student Paula 
Kraus received the Edgar DeWitt 
Jones Scholarship. This scholarship 
was established by Central 
Woodward Christian Church 
(Disciples of Christ) in Troy, MI, to 
honor the legacy of Rev. Jones, the 
church’s founding pastor, who was 
a Disciples theologian, author and 
1901 graduate of the College of the 
Bible, the forerunner of Lexington 
Theological Seminary. Kraus is the 
pastor at Sayre Christian Church 
in Northeastern Pennsylvania. She 
was commissioned to ministry 
in November of 2018. “It was an 
honor for me to be recommended 
and selected,” she said. “It is 
humbling when I realize how other 
congregations are ready to help 
grow leadership in our church.”

Jeneille LaGrone Paula KrausKara Bales Amanda Groves

The Rev. Dr. Richard D. Weis, 71, 
Dean and Professor Emeritus 
of Hebrew Bible at Lexington 
Theological Seminary, passed away 
Dec. 31, 2020, in Lexington, KY.
Dr. Weis 
earned an A.B. 
in Classical 
Studies from 
the University 
of Michigan 
and an M. Div. 
from Princeton 
Theological 
Seminary. He was 
ordained by the 
United Presbyterian Church in the 
U.S.A. as a Minister of Word and 
Sacrament and served Presbyterian 
churches in Paterson, NJ, and 
Beaumont, CA. He received his 
Ph.D. in Religion from Claremont 
Graduate School. He came to LTS 
from United Theological Seminary 
of the Twin Cities in Minnesota in 
2011.
“Rich was a Dean’s Dean,” said 
LTS President Dr. Charisse Gillett. 
“He was a gifted educational 
administrator and theological 
educator. He loved his work and 
cared deeply about the education 
of students for ministry and for 
the church. LTS was well-served 
by his leadership and passion for 
the church during its period of 
transformation.”
The Seminary community extends 
its deepest condolences to Dr. 
Weis’ wife, Barbara Rogers.

Dr. Richard D. Weis
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FACULTYNOTES

APPRECIATIONGIFTS
July 2020-October 16, 2020

In memory of …
Rev. Walter L. Bingham
Mrs. Ethel M. Bingham
Mr. and Mrs. Fred Muddiman
Dr. Clayton H. Boyer Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Victor Singer
Mr. Carlos D. Brown
Dr. Charisse L. Gillett and      

Rev. Dr. Donald K. Gillett
Ms. Cathy P. Brown
Dr. Charisse L. Gillett and Rev. 

Dr. Donald K. Gillett

Dr. George W. Coats Jr.
Rev. and Mrs. Jack O. Baldwin
Mrs. Edith Dunnavant
Mr. and Mrs. L. Leon Durham Jr.
Dr. Ezra L. Dunnavant
Drs. Ken and Jan Cottrell
Mr. and Mrs. L. Leon Durham Jr.
Mrs. Nancye W. Early
Dr. Jack J. Early
Mrs. Ruth A. Kitchen
Dr. Ronda S. Connaway
Congressman John Lewis
Dr. Charisse L. Gillett and      

Rev. Dr. Donald K. Gillett
John L. and Evolyn C. Mains

Mr. and Mrs. Ed L. Allen
Rev. William R. Robertson
Rev. Dennis R. Zimmerman
Dr. Harry E. Smith
Rev. and Mrs. Thomas Shifflet
Mrs. Lucy Smith
Dr. John R. Smith
Mr. Daniel Troxell
Rev. Joseph Bryan
Rev. C.T. Vivian
Dr. Charisse L. Gillett and      

Rev. Dr. Donald K. Gillett
Dr. and Mrs. H.T. Wood
Mr. Steve D. Wood

In honor of…
Dr. Emily Ruth Askew
Mr. Paul Semisch
Rev. Kristen P. Bentley
Mr. Perry Bentley
Mr. David Clark Sr.
Dr. Charisse L. Gillett and Rev. 

Dr. Donald K. Gillett
Rev. Carol Devine
Rev. Mary Baber Reed
Mr. Kofi M. Frempong
Mr. Curt and Rev. Janet 

Ehrmantraut

Rev. Sotello Long
Mr. Curt and Rev. Janet 

Ehrmantraut
Rev. Larry Smith
Mrs. Don Staab
Rev. and Mrs. Jim Trader
Rev. James H. Trader II

Dr. Jerry Sumney, Professor of 
Biblical Studies, was on research 
leave for the latter half of the 
academic year. In spite of the 
disruptions caused by the 
pandemic, he says he had very 
fruitful and productive results. 
These include a number of 
forthcoming publications. Dr. 
Sumney continues to be steeped 
in service to the church and wider 
community. He led an afternoon 
colloquy for graduate students 
at Asbury Theological Seminary 
and a retreat on sexual ethics for 
Legacy Christian Church in Ohio. 

He taught three Sundays at First 
Presbyterian Church in Lexington 
and a four-week series at Christ 
Church Cathedral in Lexington. In 
light of the shelter-in-place order in 
the spring, he helped move South 
Frankfort Presbyterian Church’s 
adult VBS to Zoom meetings. In the 

summer he published The Politics 
of Faith: The Bible, Government, and 
Public Policy  This fall, he and Dr. 
Leah Schade published Apocalypse 
When?: A Guide to Interpreting and 
Preaching Apocalyptic Texts. He also 
continues to teach a regular Sunday 
School class at Central Christian 
Church in Lexington.
Dr. Emily Askew, Associate 
Professor of Systematic Theology, 
gave a presentation based 
on the innovations of the LTS 
curriculum in October 2019 at the 
Competency-Based Theological 
Education Conference in Palm 
Springs, CA. She later presented on 
competency-based curriculums 
at the Reconstructionist Rabbinic 
College in Philadelphia. Her 
presentation was titled “Embedding 
Competencies into Traditional 
Course-Based Curriculum.” She 
led a three-day retreat in February 
on “Hope and Despair in the Age 
of Climate Change” for pastors 
and laity in Montreat, NC. She 
was a keynoter in September for 
Christmount’s Church Leadership 
Series: Theology & Disability. 
Additionally, she virtually taught a 
lecture series titled “Queer History 
and the Challenges for Queer 
Students,” based on her queer 
theology course, to a social studies 
class at West Jessamine County High 
School in March.

Rev. Dr. Leah D. Schade, Assistant 
Professor of Preaching and Worship, 
presented the keynote and a 
workshop for the September 2020 
New Mexico Disciples Gathering 
with the theme “Theology of 
Ecology: Earth in Crisis.” She was a 
featured presenter for the online 
2020 Festival of Homiletics in 
May. This past summer she led 
a workshop entitled “Classroom 
Management for the Online 
Homiletics Course: Strategies, 
Tactics, and Tips” for the Academy 
of Homiletics and co-taught a 
homiletics course for the ACTS 
D.Min. Preaching program. She 
was also a panelist for the Eco-
America American Climate 
Leadership Conference in August. 
Her presentations on “Preaching in 
the Purple Zone” were featured at 
several synod and regional events, 
and she continues to work with her 
Wabash grant project.
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“... continue to live your lives in Christ, rooted 
and built up in him and established in the faith ...”
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